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NOTES FROM THE MEDICAL PRESS 

*♦* 

IN CHARGE OF 

ELISABETH ROBINSON SCOVIL 

Tincture of Iodine in Sukgert. — Dr. Walter T. Dannreuther 
in a paper in The Medical Record advises surgeons to wash out 
wounds during operation with a watery solution of iodine, one drachm 
of the tincture to one pint of water. For cleansing the hands he uses 
one drachm of the tincture to one quart of water. Staining of the hands 
is unusual unless a stronger solution is used, when ammonia will remove 
it. He prepares catgut by immersing the strands in a watery solution 
of 1 per cent, iodine and 1 per cent, potassium iodide crystals for eight 
days, then transferring it to a dry sterile jar covered with gauze. This 
catgut is aseptic and antiseptic, as proved by bacteriological experiments, 
it absolutely cannot be infected, its tensile strength and pliability are 
increased and it is exceedingly cheap. 

Dr. Dannreuther says iodine is a germicidal agent of high potency, 
one of the most valuable antiseptics in our armamentarium and en- 
dowed with remarkable penetrating power. For two years he has not 
had a case of stitch abscess or wound infection. 

Diphtheria Carriers. — Solis-Cohen states in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association that persons coming in contact with a 
diphtheria patient frequently have virulent Klebs-Loffler bacilli depos- 
ited on their mucous membranes. Such infected contacts may later 
develop diphtheria, or, remaining healthy, they may act as diphtheria 
carriers, transmitting the bacilli to others, who thereupon may develop 
the disease or who may themselves become diphtheria carriers. To pre- 
vent their becoming a source of danger to others, diphtheria carriers 
should be isolated until bacteriologically clean. Eeeognition of the 
infected contacts must precede their control. This can be brought 
about only by taking cultures of the throats of all the inmates of a 
house where diphtheria exists. Little progress need be expected in the 
prophylaxis of diphtheria so long as we neglect the animate carriers of 
the contagion. 

Tubebculin Treatment in Practice. — The New York Medical 
Journal, quoting from a German contemporary, says : John and Volhard 
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speak highly of the results they have obtained from this form of treat- 
ment. They use six solutions of different strength, a varying dose of 
each of which is injected at intervals of from one to seven days, according 
to the demands of the individual patient. The technie of the adminis- 
tration of the remedy is given in detail. Physical and dietetic measures 
must not be neglected. 

Suggestion and Anaesthesia. — The Journal of the American Medi- 
cal Association, quoting from a contemporary, says : Munro urges the im- 
portance of suggestion as an aid in inducing anaesthesia. It reduces the 
danger and decreases the amount of anaesthetic needed. He cites his 
observation of the administration of anaesthesia at the Mayos' Clinic, 
Rochester, as an instance of success attendant on the combination. 
Munro particularly opposes that lack of self-confidence that leads many 
persons — while admitting that suggestion is undoubtedly a powerful 
and, when properly used, a beneficent force in the hands of certain 
persons — to doubt their own capacity to utilize it, even when they have 
made a study of it. Munro cites instances of operations performed with 
less than 30 minims of chloroform after adequate suggestive preparation. 

Sea Water Injections. — The Medical Record, in an editorial on 
this subject says, a new method in the treatment of chronic diseases that 
has been much used recently in France is the injection of sea water into 
the muscles. Quinton found that the composition of sea water and the 
vital plasma are almost exactly the same. The sea water is obtained in 
sterile retainers from considerable depths of the sea and at a distance 
from land. It is again sterilized in the laboratory. The dose is five 
cubic centimetres and can be repeated daily when thought best. Other 
medicaments can be added to it. It is used for syphilis. The phos- 
phated plasma is said to be of great value in nervous diseases and acute 
mania. The intramuscular injections are painless and cause no sorenesB. 

The Vaccine Treatment of Typhoid Fever. — In the Medical 
Record Dr. Watters and Dr. Eaton report the treatment of a series of 
cases of typhoid fever by the injection of bacterial vaccines. In the 
majority of the cases the temperature subsided after the first inoculation, 
often rising again only to subside permanently after the second inocula- 
tion. In the thirty cases reported two deaths occur. One was a patient 
practically beyond help when treatment was begun. 

The inoculation consisted of a stock emulsion Bacillus typhosus, 
made and standardized in their own laboratory and sterilized by moist 
heat and by 0.3 per cent, lysol. In no instance could any injurious result 
be demonstrated. 



